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In 2001 life
expectancy at birth
for the total
California
population was
79.1 years.

The life expectancy
of Californians was
1.9 years longer
than the life
expectancy of the
U.S. population.

The difference in
life expectancy
between California
males and females
was 4.6 years in
2001, a narrowing
of the difference of
6.7 years in 1990.

Abridged Life Tables for California, 2001

By Sandy Ficenec

Introduction

Life tables statistically summarize the death rates for a specific period, and they
have long been used as the principal analytical tool in the study of life
expectancy. There are two types of life tables: the generation or cohort life
table and the current life table.

The generation life table provides a longitudinal perspective and involves the
mortality experience of a group or cohort of individuals that were born during
the same time period. This type of life table best reflects changing
environmental conditions, but is not often used due to the practical constraints
of gathering mortality data over many years.

A current life table can be characterized as “cross-sectional.” Unlike the
generation life table, the current life table does not represent the mortality
experience of an actual cohort. This type of table considers a hypothetical
cohort and assumes that it is subject to the age-specific death rates for an
actual population during a particular period. In this report the term “life table”
refers only to the current life table and not to the generation life table.

Life tables can also differ in the length of the age intervals used. A complete life
table uses every single year of age from birth to the last applicable age. An
abridged life table uses broader age intervals--generally five years. This report
uses current abridged life tables for all California residents, males and females,
for 2001.

Life Expectancy at Birth for Total Population

Table 1 shows that in 2001 the average life expectancy at birth was 79.1 years
for the total California population. Life expectancy continued the general
increase that has occurred over the years presented in Table 1, going back to
1950. Figure 1 shows the trend of increasing life expectancy in California for
the years 1990 through 2001. During this time period, life expectancy increased
2.9 years.

The life expectancy of Californians continues to exceed the life expectancy
of the population of the United States (U.S.). In 2001 life expectancy was
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compared with 77.2 years LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH BY SEX
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population as a whole 84
(Tables 1 and 2). The
U.S. data for 2001 are
preliminary.
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Life expectancy for
females in 2001 was
81.4 years. Between
1990 and 2001 life
expectancy for females
increased 1.9 years. Life
expectancy for males
was 76.8 years in 2001
with an increase of 4
years between 1990 and 68
2001. In 2001 the
difference in life Source: California Department of Health Services, Birth and Death Records.
expectancy between
males and females was
4.6 years, a narrowing from the difference of 6.7 years in 1990 (Table 1). Figure 1
shows the increases in life expectancy for both males and females, as well as the
decrease in discrepancy between the two sexes.
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California’s male population at birth was expected to live 2.4 years longer than the U.S.
male population in 2001. California’s females were expected to live 1.6 years longer
than the U.S. female population in 2001 (Tables 1 and 2).

Life Expectancy at Age 65

Expected remaining average years of life are often examined at 65 years of age. In 2001
a 65-year-old person living in California could expect to live an additional 19.3 years, for
a total of 84.3 years. This was 0.2 year longer than in 2000 and 1.4 years longer than in
1990.

At age 65, Californians were expected to live 1.2 years longer than the U.S. preliminary
population in 2001, a larger discrepancy than in prior years (1.1 years in 2000 and 0.7
years in 1990). The average years of life remaining at age 65 in California has
consistently exceeded the average years of life remaining at age 65 in the U.S.
(Tables 1 and 2).
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Life Expectancy at Age 65 by Sex

In 2001 California’s male population at age 65 was expected to live 1.5 years longer
than the U.S. male (preliminary) population, while California’s female population was
expected to live 1.1 years longer than the U.S. female (preliminary) population.
Californians of both sexes at age 65 have exceeded their respective U.S. life
expectancies for many years (Tables 1 and 2).

Detailed Life Tables

Tables 3 through 5 in this report are 2001 abridged life tables for California’s total,
male and female populations. These tables show more detail than Tables 1 and 2, with
age intervals calculated in five-year increments.

Methodological Approach

A report entitled “Methodology for Constructing Life Tables for 1977” describes in detail
the methodology used in constructing life tables.* The standard life table methodology
uses Chiang's formulae and the “fraction of last year of life” adjustments to calculate
the probability of death.? The 2001 life tables in this report follows this methodology,
with the exceptions that are noted in the technical notes of the report “California Life
Expectancy: Abridged Life Tables For California 1990-1996.” * The 2001 population
data used for the life tables in this report came from the State of California, Department
of Finance.

This Data Summary was prepared by Sandy Ficenec, Center for Health Statistics,
304 S Street, P.O. Box 942732, Sacramento, California 94234-7320, Telephone
(916) 445-6355.

1Oreglia A. Methodology For Constructing Abridged Life Tables For California, 1977, Data Matters, No. 81-01021,
Center for Health Statistics, California Department of Health Services, January 1981.
2Chiang Chin Long. Life Table and Mortality Analysis, World Health Organization, 1978.

3Harms C., McKendry J. California Life Expectancy: Abridged Life Tables For California, 1990-96, Data Matters,
No. DM98-08000, Center for Health Statistics, California Department of Health Services, August 1999.
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