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»»

The region also is embarking on a regional freight strategy to explore opportunities for
international trade through our port and border gateways.

Funding Status
A funding package for the basic and modernization improvements has yet to be identified.
»»

SANDAG studies suggest a public/private partnership with the involvement of the
railroads, shippers, the San Diego Unified Port District, industry, and government at all
levels.

»»

Authorization in 1998 of TEA-21, the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century,
included $10 million for intermodal facilities, the first part of the $43.1 million needed
to restore basic service.

»»

The next federal transportation bill should continue to include funding opportunities for
short haul railroads like the SD&AE. It also should include funding for freight infrastructure
that is part of the national supply chain and supports global gateways.

Cost Estimates $43 million to $105 million dependent on the project’s scope (1996 cost estimates)
»»

Improvements to restore basic service on the line, carrying bulk, breakbulk products, and single-stacked
containers are estimated to cost:

»»

Repairs to Reopen the Desert Line				

$7.9 million

Reliability Improvements					

$10.9 million

Staging Yards in San Ysidro					

$2.6 million

Customs Inspection Facilities				

$3.2 million

Intermodal Facility (Truck-to-Rail)				

$18.5 million

Modernization improvements to handle longer and taller freight vehicles are estimated to cost:

Tunnel and Track Work on the Desert Line			
»»

$56.2 million

Additional improvements, assuming interchange with BNSF at the Port:

Staging Yard @ Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal			

$3.1 million

Extension of Bulk Facilities @ Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal

$3.0 million

Grand Total: Basic Service, Modernization and Port Improvements

$105.4 million
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